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“» ENERALLY SPEAKING, WE ARE NOT SUPPOSED

I to be a bellicose nation. The Torah states: '71}__( 2PN 3 3 u -'\-
e, D1OWY TON DRI 1OV DNYAY Yy, When you draw (?ovhU cta\Vef
near to a city to wage war against it, you shall call out to it for

@ peace (Devarim 20:10).
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when It comes to Midian, however, Hashem changes the

rules, instructing Moshe to harass and smite the Midianites -

without offering the possibility of peace.

A Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 21:4) points out that even
when it comes to nations who tried to wipe out Bnei Yisrael,
such as the Egyptians and the Edomites, Hashem instructs
us: ™Myn aynn o,y aynn K9, You shall not reject an
Edomite... You shall not reject an Egyptian (Devarim 23:8).
Why are the Midianites considered worse than the Edomites
and the Egyptlans')

The Mldrash s answer implies that this question bespeaks -

a warped set of priorities. What's more important to a Jew:

physical survival in his short-lived sojourn in this world, or

spiritual achievement that will afford his soul eternal life?

The Edomites and Egyptians may have threatened our
existence in this temporal world, but by enticing Bnei Yisrael to
sin, the Midianites were trying to rob us of both worlds, which
is far worse. We are therefore commanded to have no mercy
on them, and to harass and kill as many Midianites as possible.

The Midrash (ibid. 21:5) goes on to prove that a person
who takes mercy on a nation Hashem commands us to attack
without pity ends up paying a steep price.

When Ammon's king Nachash died, David HaMelech
decided to send a delegation to offer condolences to Chanan,
his son and heir, in recognition of Nachash’s kindness toward
him. Like the Midianites, the Torah prohibits us from positive
contact with the nations of Ammon and Moav: D% wWaTn K2
n%iyS g b3 onaw, You shall not seek their peace or their wel-
fare, all your days, forever (Devarim 23:7).

David HaMelech’s overtures were unrequited. Chanan’s
advisers accused David's delegation of espionage, and
Chanan accepted their claims. He cut off half their beards and
shredded their clothing in half, sending them back to David in
abject humiliation.

Sensing that they had David on the ropes, the Ammonites
then hired mercenaries from Aram to do battle with the Jewish
people. Although David's army successfully defended them,
the earlier humiliation still stung.

The Midrash takes David HaMelech to task for trying to be
kind to the Ammonites by quoting a verse eventually written
by David's son Shiomo: naa3 pr1y wn 5X, Do not be overly

[t

who tries to outsmart the Torah and seeks peace with the

e

Ammonltes and Moavites, desplte Hashem $ clear instructions
agamst it, will end up being humiliated.

It s not our place to question the Torah, but to _f_m_p
Hashem'’s instructions 1mphc1tly

Before 1mm1grat1ng to America, Rav Moshe Feinstein was
the rav of a small community in Eastern Europe in which there
was a moser (a Jew who would inform against members of his
communitv and hand them over to the government).

#0096 P.OO02
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A moser is considered so awful that in certain instances,
we are even allowed to take lethal action against him. But
this moser died peacefully, and the Chevrah Kadisha came to
Reb Moshe with a major she'eilah. Apparently experiencing a
change of heart as his life was ebbing away, this moser had left
a will stating that he wanted some penance for the terrible life

he had led. “I want my body tc be mutilated and treated with -
utter disrespect, as one would treat a donkey,” he wrote. “In

addition, bury me outside the Jewish section of the cemetery
as atonement for my sins and for all the trouble | caused the
Jewish community during my lifetime.”

The Chevrah Kadisha was not sure whether to follow his
instructions, which were in clear contradiction to the halachos
of how one must treat a deceased person.

Rav Moshe ruled that they had to ignore the will. “Bury him
as you would bury every other Jew, with respect and dignity,”
he instructed. He explained that a person does not have juris-
diction over his 6‘7"““‘?9‘15,{ after he dies; halachah dictates how

w§: ii*iugt'“handle:iut‘._

“But he wants to do teshuvah,” they protested. “How can ‘

we steal this opportunity for atonement?”
“Halachah is halachah,” Rav Moshe said with finality.
“We don’t superimpose our own thoughts or emotions on the

Torah.”

The Chevrah Kadisha reluctantly followed his instructions

and buried this Jew with the full dignity they would accord to
any other member of the.cormmunity.

Three weeks after the burial, go{fernmental forces arrived _

in tha citv nnannounced. carrving an official edict to exhurne

this man’s body. They were surprised to find him buried inside
the Jewish cemetery, and, upon opening the coffin, their sur-
prise grew when they saw that the body had not been harmed.

The caretaker of the cemetery asked why they had under-
taken the investigation, and the depth of this moser’s treach-
ery then came to light. It seems that before his death, he sent
a letter to the Russian authorities alleging that the Jews hated
the government so much that they would mistreat anyone
who had any sort of ties with jt. He claimed that he could
prove this claim, predicting that the Jews would desecrate his
body and bury him outside the Jewish cemetery in retribution
for his connection to the government.

Rather than attempting to atone for his sins, this man's
dying days were spent trying to entrap his brethren in the
worst allegation of his entire career as a moser.

Some people would think that Rav Moshe Feinstein must
have divined with Ruach HaKodesh that this man was still up
to no good even in his death. We have little reason to doubt
that Rav Moshe had Ruach HaKodesh, but in this case, he did
not have to rely on Divine Inspiration, because Tie followed a
igq"s_ig_Tgl:_ﬁﬁ principle: Foilow the directives of halachah with-
out questioning or_t‘rying to be smarter than the Torah, and
things will work out. But try to be overly righteous, and you
can easily find yourself in grave danger.

#0996 P.OO3
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